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June came and went in that strange formless shape that everything occurs during
COVID times. We remain well, as I hope you are. Sadly, I attended my
first Zoom memorial service for a friend who passed away recently from nonCOVID causes. It was so sweet being part of that temporary community but
hugging the same people in person would have been much better. Images from
the month are interspersed throughout this newsletter.
While living in one historical moment, another one came to the fore in June, the
Black Lives Matter protests and the larger, long-overdue discussion of race, justice
and equality in this country. While I am sure you have sources for information on
that last subject, two things caught my eye as they uniquely address our roles as
visual storytellers: “Where are all the Black people at” is a project that, as they
write on their site, “…began with the slow burn realization that there was a
colossal lack of representation of Black visual artists in the permanent art
collections of art museums in the U.S.A.“ PLEASE read their page, sign the
petition, share the link and spread the word.

Chris Gampat wrote the Phoblographer’s Official Statement on Racism, BLM, and
the Industry. It digs deep into important questions of race and equity within
the photography industry. Gampat is the Phoblographer’s Editor in
Chief/Founder/Publisher and notes he is the son of an Immigrant.
The photography industry's news this month continued to be bad as the headline
said, "Olympus Sells Its Camera Division.” What that will mean for Olympus users
like me, only time will tell.

In many ways our life in June went on as normally as possible. My short film,
Good Friday in Enna, was made an Official Selection of the Sacrae Scenae Film
Festival.
Annu Palakunnathu Matthew gave a thoughtful presentation on her work as part
of our monthly Zooming with the Wells Point on-line speaker series. If you missed
that, let me know, and I can send you a link to watch it.

On July 16th I will be honored to be hosting a presentation by Elizabeth
Greenberg, an artist and educator living on the coast of Maine. She is an explorer
of places and memories of that which has never been seen. She writes on her
site: “Growing up an only child, ample time alone fostered her vivid and active
imagination. At the age of fourteen, she fell in love with the medium of
photography and it has since been the language she uses to share her daydreams
and visions of imaginary places.” One of Elizabeth's black and white images is
above in this newsletter
To prevent Zoom-bombing of the presentation and to keep the group more
intimate, the first 40 people who email me in response to this newsletter will
receive the Zoom link and the password.

NEWS YOU CAN USE:
If you are moved to bear witness to the important ongoing protests, keep in mind
23 things journalists can do to safely cover protests.
Professor Suzanne Preston Blier of Harvard University expanded the legal notion
of fair use innovatively when she published her book on Pablo
Picasso’s relationship to African art. In the process, she bucked decades of
publishing tradition while throwing open the doors to new possibilities for visual
storytellers. Read more at Picasso, Africa and Fair Use: How Art History Expands
Its Vision
I loved this simple “Window light Portrait tutorial”, which is some-thing any
photographer should watch and keep in mind as you prepare yourself to look
good for one more Zoom meeting.

WORKSHOP NEWS:
In June I taught a fun class on Taking the Intimidation Out of Video for members
of the American Society of Media Photographers. That class is squarely aimed at
still photographers who want to take their talents as visual storytellers and
expand them into moving image projects.
I will be talking about the same idea on Saturday, August 15th when I give a 90
minute presentation on Narrative Videos for the Storytelling Photographer
through the Los Angles Center for Photography.
I, also, will be teaching an in depth-version of the Narrative Videos for Storytelling
Photographers on-line through the Maine Media Workshops, Aug 17 to 28, where
we will be taking the intimidation out of video.

Assuming you want to keep growing as a photographer while social distancing,
check out my class on CreativeLive, where you can expand your narrative
storytelling skills in my class Create Powerful Photo Essays & Personal Projects.
That class is on sale right now, with half off. I am pleased to note that the 15
people who reviewed the class unanimously recommended it.
I hope you enjoyed my monthly newsletter. I welcome your feedback. If you know
anyone who would be interested in getting these updates, please encourage them
to sign up for this newsletter.
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